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The Church 
What is it? 
 

Everyone is Welcome 
Discovery groups are open to everyone to explore the Christian faith, ask questions, and share their 

perspective.  
 

Opening Thought 
 When I moved to Washington D.C in August of 2014, I not only said 

goodbye to my job, my school and my friends, but also my family. Coming 

from a small town in South Georgia, the transition to my new life in our 

nation’s capital was tough at first. I longed for the camaraderie and 

comfort I once had with friends back home and making relationships did 

not come easy. Throughout my life, growing up in church and Sunday school, I was always told 

that I had a family in the church. It was then and not too shortly after that found my identity in 

church and as a church family member, restored.      

In an age where our culture is increasingly secular, it is most beneficial to be a part of a 

body of like-minded believers; a church family. We can find comfort in knowing and relying on 

a church family to lean on in times of trial and in growth in making disciples of Jesus. As 

author, Jennifer L. Lane explains, “As the church, we are in community together trying to fulfill 

this Great Commission that Jesus left us with. As we gently press into each other, we form one 

united thing, His church.”  

I believe it is not uncommon to feel closer to in relationship with a church family 

member more so than a biological family member. For instance, as a church family we may 

spend our time differently than how we share our time with our namesake family. The value 

that church family has on the church is that it spends its time together honoring God through 

worship, providing practical frameworks for holding one another accountable in faith, and 

gives those the opportunity to serve and disciple others inside and outside church. 
 

Questions 
What are some barriers that keep people from church?  

Why is the difference between “going to church” and “being the church” important?  

How can the church be a force for good in D.C., and in the world? 
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What We Believe About the Church 

I Am Part Of A Church 
I am part of a new church startup in the city that provides important, ageless 

truth and relationship in the most clear and honest way possible. We have 

services with teaching and liturgy rooted in ancient Christian tradition as we seek 

to know God and be good neighbors. We believe the Christian faith should not be 

first defined by its limits, but rather by its central message. The Apostles’ Creed 

and the Nicene Creed are historic confessions that demonstrate the heart of the 

Christian faith. Particular to this conversation, we believe a few things about the Church, most 

importantly these three things: 
 

United 

The church is a group of people from many different walks of life, backgrounds, and interests who find 
their unity in Jesus. There are thousands of Protestant denominations in the world, plus many groups of 
Catholic and Orthodox Christians. Even if someone attends a different church, we have basic unity with 
one another because of the shared life in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). Faith in Jesus is the most 
foundational event in the life of a believer. And because of this shared experience of grace, our truest 
identity is in Jesus and not in our family, race, or culture. Jesus died for the church to be unified 
(Ephesians 2:13-16).  
 

Diverse 
The church is made up of individuals who have been uniquely gifted by God. Because of our uniqueness, 
each one of us plays an important role in the church for the common good of one another and growth of 
the church. We believe that the Holy Spirit empowers all believers with specific spiritual gifts for building 
up the church and the work of ministry in the world (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4). The 
Apostle Paul tells us it is not right to say to any member of the church  “I have no need of you” (1 
Corinthians 12:21). Though everyone has different personalities, backgrounds, and spiritual gifts, we need 
appreciate the differences, because they are essential to the mission of the church to the world.  
 

Imperfect 
The church is comprised of imperfect people called to serve a perfect God. The church is holy because it 
has a holy calling (1 Peter 1:16; 2:9). We have been set apart from the world to mirror and reflect the 
character of God. Some might say that the church is not holy, but rather filled with imperfect or 
hypocritical people. None of us in the church are ever able to live out perfectly the very things we profess 
as believers. That’s why the church needs Jesus. We are his workmanship (Ephesians 2:10). He is molding 
us and He is molding his church to look more like himself.  
 

 

 

Suggested Reading 
Steve Timmis & Tim Chester, Total Church 
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The Church 
What is it? 
 

Everyone is Welcome 
Discourse groups are open to everyone to explore the Christian faith, ask questions, and share their 

perspective.  
 

Opening Thought 
Group Facilitator provides an introduction or lead-in 

pertaining to this week’s topic:  _________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Questions 
What are some barriers that keep people from church?  

Why is the difference between “going to church” and “being the church” important?  

How can the church be a force for good in D.C., and in the world? 
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What We Believe About the Church 

I Am Part Of A Church 
I am part of a new church startup in the city that provides important, ageless 

truth and relationship in the most clear and honest way possible. We have 

services with teaching and liturgy rooted in ancient Christian tradition as we seek 

to know God and be good neighbors. We believe the Christian faith should not be 

first defined by its limits, but rather by its central message. The Apostles’ Creed 

and the Nicene Creed are historic confessions that demonstrate the heart of the 

Christian faith. Particular to this conversation, we believe a few things about the Church, most 

importantly these three things: 
 

United 

The church is a group of people from many different walks of life, backgrounds, and interests who find 
their unity in Jesus. There are thousands of Protestant denominations in the world, plus many groups of 
Catholic and Orthodox Christians. Even if someone attends a different church, we have basic unity with 
one another because of the shared life in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). Faith in Jesus is the most 
foundational event in the life of a believer. And because of this shared experience of grace, our truest 
identity is in Jesus and not in our family, race, or culture. Jesus died for the church to be unified 
(Ephesians 2:13-16).  
 

Diverse 
The church is made up of individuals who have been uniquely gifted by God. Because of our uniqueness, 
each one of us plays an important role in the church for the common good of one another and growth of 
the church. We believe that the Holy Spirit empowers all believers with specific spiritual gifts for building 
up the church and the work of ministry in the world (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4). The 
Apostle Paul tells us it is not right to say to any member of the church  “I have no need of you” (1 
Corinthians 12:21). Though everyone has different personalities, backgrounds, and spiritual gifts, we need 
appreciate the differences, because they are essential to the mission of the church to the world.  
 

Imperfect 
The church is comprised of imperfect people called to serve a perfect God. The church is holy because it 
has a holy calling (1 Peter 1:16; 2:9). We have been set apart from the world to mirror and reflect the 
character of God. Some might say that the church is not holy, but rather filled with imperfect or 
hypocritical people. None of us in the church are ever able to live out perfectly the very things we profess 
as believers. That’s why the church needs Jesus. We are his workmanship (Ephesians 2:10). He is molding 
us and He is molding his church to look more like himself.  
 

 

 

Suggested Reading 
Steve Timmis & Tim Chester, Total Church 


