
 

 

1 

 

 

  

 

 
 

MARCH 25-MARCH 31  
 

 

 

Discovery Groups 
 

DISCOVERY GROUPS 

2018 

Society 



 

 

2 

 

Society 
How should we relate? 
 

Everyone is Welcome 
Discovery groups are open to everyone to explore the Christian faith, ask questions, and share 

their perspective.  
 

Opening Thought 
In the past, I’ve seen far too much hypersensitivity in the 

Church (institution) against components of culture that 

were not inherently bad (music, arts, etc.). On the other 

hand, many Christians have often rightly disassociated 

themselves and spoken against that which is truly bad 

(slavery, sex trafficking). The relationship between the 

Church and society has always been awkward and complex. 

How should we relate to society without compromising our faith and values? How do we 

live a life of love and truth to our neighbors? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Questions 
How would you describe the relationship between the Church and our society? 

Is society “good” or “bad?” Why? 

How might the church better relate to society? 

What other questions do you have about Christianity?  
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What We Believe About Society 
 

I Am Part Of A Church 
I am part of a new church startup in the city that provides important, ageless 

truth and relationship in the most clear and honest way possible. We have 

services with teaching and liturgy rooted in ancient Christian tradition as we 

seek to know God and be good neighbors. We believe the Christian faith 

should not be first defined by its limits, but rather by its central message. 

The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed are historic confessions that 

demonstrate the heart of the Christian faith. Particular to this conversation, it is worth noting 

that Christians have related differently to society throughout history. Below are the three most 

prominent ways Christians today relate to society: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

King’s Church is thoroughly in the third category, Christians Transforming Society. We believe 

that society is a mixed bag of good and bad. We reject bomb-shelter Christianity (“against” 

society views) and watered-down Christianity (“with” society views). We desire to be salt to the 

society around us (Matthew 5:13) bringing healing, grace, and transformation through our 

authenticity, service, and truth-telling. 
 
 

Suggested Reading 
H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture 

CHRISTIANS 

AGAINST 

SOCIETY 

 

CHRISTIANS  

WITH 

SOCIETY 

 

 
CHRISTIANS 

TRANSFORMING 

SOCIETY 

 

OPPOSITION 

 

This position encourages 

Christians towards separation, 

isolation, and even hostility 

towards society. 

 

 

Society is generally quite bad and 

must be something from which 

we escape. 

AGREEMENT 
 

This position encourages 

Christians to merge 

mainstream values and the 

ethics of the day with 

Christianity. 

 

Society is good and 

something to embrace. 

REFORMATION 

 
This position encourages Christians to 

help transform society through love, 

reasonableness, grace, and the good 

news. 

 

 

Society is good and from God but is often 

misdirected and corrupt at points. 
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Society 
How should we relate? 
 

Everyone is Welcome 
Discourse groups are open to everyone to explore the Christian faith, ask questions, and share 

their perspective.  
 

Opening Thought 
Group Facilitator provides an introduction or lead-in 

pertaining to this week’s topic:  _________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Questions 
How would you describe the relationship between the Church and our society? 

Is society “good” or “bad?” Why? 

How might the church better relate to society? 

What other questions do you have about Christianity?  
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What We Believe About Society 
 

I Am Part Of A Church 
I am part of a new church startup in the city that provides important, ageless 

truth and relationship in the most clear and honest way possible. We have 

services with teaching and liturgy rooted in ancient Christian tradition as we 

seek to know God and be good neighbors. We believe the Christian faith 

should not be first defined by its limits, but rather by its central message. 

The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed are historic confessions that 

demonstrate the heart of the Christian faith. Particular to this conversation, it is worth noting 

that Christians have related differently to society throughout history. Below are the three most 

prominent ways Christians today relate to society: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

King’s Church is thoroughly in the third category, Christians Transforming Society. We believe 

that society is a mixed bag of good and bad. We reject bomb-shelter Christianity (“against” 

society views) and watered-down Christianity (“with” society views). We desire to be salt to the 

society around us (Matthew 5:13) bringing healing, grace, and transformation through our 

authenticity, service, and truth-telling. 
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H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture 
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This position encourages 

Christians towards separation, 

isolation, and even hostility 

towards society. 

 

 

Society is generally quite bad and 

must be something from which 

we escape. 

AGREEMENT 
 

This position encourages 

Christians to merge 

mainstream values and the 

ethics of the day with 

Christianity. 

 

Society is good and 

something to embrace. 
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This position encourages Christians to 

help transform society through love, 

reasonableness, grace, and the good 

news. 

 

 

Society is good and from God but is often 

misdirected and corrupt at points. 


